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My point of view as

Head of science and society department at the université Lumière Lyon 2 

Working in science and society dialogue (Universities, Museum, observatory..) for 20 

years

My purpose completed by the point of view of 

- Julia Bonaccorsi, Science and society Vice Chancellor, université Lumière Lyon 2

- Jim Walker, international relationships Vice Chancellor, université Lumière Lyon 2



A. Science and society, a (new) axis in French research policy 1/4

French universities are increasingly encouraged to implement science policies with and 

for society.

Not completely new : in the 1980s dissemination model with the idea of filling a lack of

culture and knowledge in the population, also the disaffection of young people for

scientific studies.

➢ creation of a large science museum : la Cité des sciences et de l’Industrie in Paris

➢ a national event that is the Science Festival every year during one week. A concern

was

➢ We speak about the third misión of the university added to Reseach and 

TRaining



A. Science and society, a (new) axis in French research policy 2/4

- Influence by european policy : European projects : FP7, Funding for science with and for

society program (PERARES), Responsible Research and Innovation: linked with open science, 

ethics >>> another approach (NUCLEUS, EnRRIch)

- The COVID crisis has shown that there is a real mistrust of academic expertise, and more and 

more criticism of scientific institutions and methods.

- After having encouraged link bteween university and economic sphere (creation of SATT : 

transfer innovation…), interest for civil society and societal acceptation 

- Policy of centralisation centralisation/versus decentralisation > interest for local territory developpement

   > to focus on notions of societal responsibilities

> the university as a principal actor of local devloppement

> complex social demand : local authorities need academic expertise



A. Science and society, a (new) axis in French research policy 3/4

Since 2020 : encourage universities to take their part in the dialogue science and 

society >>>> a french situation : the creation of cultural scientific and technical 

center

2020-2021 : Research programmation law (LPR)

> Encourages researcher in doing science and society activities

> Item in Laboratories Evaluation and Researcher Career Evaluation 



A. Science and society, a (new) axis in French research policy 4/4

Three sorts of call by the national research agency (ANR)

- Thematics call : Funding for specific tools, specially citizen science ( from 

collecting data to involving CSO in research protocol); 

- University labellisation : funding for 3 years to help university in coordinating local 

programs with local actors (Museum, fab lab, cultural centre etc.) 

- Completed funding in research programm :you can receive some funding for 

already successful research projects   > administrative staff help researchers in 

conceiving and applying outreach activities



B. Application of tis (new)policy at the University Lumière Lyon 2

- The nomination of a Vice-Chancellor for the science and society field; 

- In the strategy of the University ; 

- Effectively ; the creation of a Direction and a roadmap voted at the governance

commitee. 



Presentation of the science and 

society department

Immersion University of Granada LYON 2 2024



organisation



1. Specialisation clusters



Valise de nos chercheurs

2. Outreach activities : scientific mediation



Itinérance Exposition CRAVAT

2. Outreach activities : exhibitions



3. La Boutique des sciences 





4. Musée des Moulages



5. Université 

Tous âges



In May 2022, labeled "Science With and For 

Society" for three years by the Ministry of Higher 

Education, Research and Innovation for the project 

"Lyon Saint-Étienne Research and Experimentation 

on Science with and for Society" - LYSiERES².

6. LYSiERES²

4 partners consortium

• Université Lumière Lyon 2

• Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1

• Pop'sciences - Université de Lyon 

• La Rotonde - École des Mines St Étienne



Le consortium 

LYSiERES² 4 workpackages:

➢ Doctoral mediation missions and training workshops

➢ Organization of a program of Rendez-vous LYSiERES²

➢ Mapping of SAPS in research and training 

➢ Organization of meetings between high school students, researchers 
and journalists

➢ Organisation of cross-residencies between researchers and 
journalists 

➢ Strengthening of the science shop 

➢ Organization of a Summer School with the other French Science 
Boutiques 

➢ Participatory research and health (Shapemed@Lyon)

➢ Reinforcement of existing school programmes (research workshops 
and Schoolab) 

➢ Webinar Hosting 
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Incubation centre «Youth interaction and 
research»

School of Science with and for Society

Reference centre for participatory 
research:
the Science Shop

Meetings between media and scientific 
worlds



To follow the project

Internet website : 

 → https://lysieres.univ-lyon2.fr/

Newsletter : 
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https://lysieres.univ-lyon2.fr/


Our role : 

- To support researcher in the promotion of their research ; 

- To make some link with specfic partners : museums, libraries, media etc. 

- To give them the opportunity to reach larger audience : schools, cso etc. 

- To share with them our competencies in managing projects with different stakeholders

 



7. Projets européens



Thank you for your attention

Florence Belaën, PhD, florence.belaen@univ-lyon2.fr
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